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I was blessed to attend the papal Mass in Juarez in 
February. It was an amazing time filled with many 
insights and emotions for me. Like most other chil-
dren of immigrants or immigrants themselves in this 
country, I was touched by Pope Francis’s desire to go 
to the Mexico-US border. It was emotional to be there 
and even more so to see the pope, on the Juarez side, 
stop to pray for those who have died 
trying to cross the river and border.

It was so very meaningful to 
witness him looking across the river 
towards the United States and greet 
those who were on the levy on that 
side. There they were: some unaccom-
panied children and some women who 
were detained while trying to cross 
the border. These, a US bishop said, 
were the “pope’s VIPs” for the Mass. 
Accompanying these persons who find 
themselves in somewhat of a limbo, 
were some labor leaders, bishops, 
and others who have given so much 
of their resources and selves to help 
migrants. Moreover, the pope blessed them all. I felt 
privileged and blessed as well. 

Now, one can of course start a discussion “entre 
amigos” about migration policy and its consequences. 
At this point in our country’s life, without touching the 

minds and hearts, that discussion would do nothing. 
Therefore, we can only pray that sooner rather than 
later, countries—not just the United States—can fully 
realize a humane migration policy that recognizes 
people have the right to migrate and that they do so 
because of many different circumstances. Perhaps 
we also need to pray, in unison with Pope Francis, 

that people don’t have to migrate because of pov-
erty, violence, or any other life-threatening circum-
stance. Moreover may we not only pray, but also act 
to alleviate suffering both here at home and abroad. 
May we find ways that people can find peace, stable 



employment, and good living conditions wherever 
they are!

Speaking of prayer, the pope also prayed exten-
sively on this trip. He did so together with millions of 
other people, but he especially did so on his own. His 
wanting to be alone in front of the image of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe said so much to me: like Jesus, the pope 
wanted to pray alone. But it seems to me the pope also 
knew that praying to Mary under the title of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe meant so much, too. There he was: the 
successor of Peter praying to Mary, admiring Mary’s 
wonderful example. This successor of Peter knows 
he is not more important than Mary. Mary knew she 
didn’t have to be more important than Peter; she was 
simply Jesus’ mother and that was more than anyone 
could ask for.

This last point is what struck me the most as I was 
enjoying and socializing by the concelebrants section 

at the papal Mass in Juarez. As I was walking around 
and greeting a few people, I noticed a religious sister 
sitting close to the area where the concelebrants would 
be sitting. This area could be considered the VIP sec-
tion. Therefore, I went to greet this sister. It happens 
she works with the secretary general of the confer-
ence of bishops of Mexico. She is important and so is 
the service she offers. She reminded me of so many 
women in the Church—like the women I minister 
with, like Sr. Norma Pimentel, who has worked for so 
many years for the migrants, or like Sr. Melba, who 
ministers in Colombia among Afro-Colombian youth. 
These women are like Mary of Guadalupe. They love, 
they serve, and they are with God and are a gift from 
God to us all. 
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