
Sometimes people say: “People should give up religion and use reason and logic instead”.  If the person 

who makes such a statement had taken some elementary courses in logic, they would learn that this is a 

typical philosophical blunder called a false dichotomy in which you state that you either are one thing or 

you are another, without leaving room for other possibilities.  An example of this would be “Well, if you 

aren’t a Democrat, then you must be a Republican” – this is false because you could also be a member of 

the Green Party, or a Monarchist, or you could be completely un-political.  Just so with this argument: 

they argue that you are either a religious person or you are a reasonable, logical person.  This is not true.  

As people of faith we are not called to abandon reason or logic – we are to be people of faith who also use 

the reasoning abilities that God has given us. 

Of course, there are some people of faith who make it very easy to assume that we are neither reasonable 

nor logical.  Being unreasonable is no way to grow in faith because it is a misuse of the mind that God 

himself has given us – each to the degree that it was given.  The Church is a place for people of all 

backgrounds.  From the illiterate peasant in the fields to the scientist, all have a place in the Church and as 

people of faith.  Neither ignorance nor intelligence keeps someone from having faith.  Some of the 

greatest minds in the world have been people of faith.  Not just folks like St. Thomas Aquinas, but also 

Gregor Mendel, the father of Genetics in the 19th century was an Augustinian Friar, or Fr. Georges 

Lemaitres the first to propose the big bang theory, or Sr. Mary Kenneth Keller, who had a PhD in 

Computer Science and helped develop BASIC programming. Or the layman convert John Von Neuman, 

the physicist who worked on the Hydrogen Bomb, Blaise Pascal the mathematician and Physicist, or Karl 

Landsteiner who discovered blood types in 1901.  These are just a few of many but these were all people 

who used reason and logic and were also people of great faith. So, contrary to what some people think: 

faith does not make a person unreasonable or illogical and vice versa. 

At the same time, we have to be aware that reason and logic can only go so far.  There is no such thing as 

a perfectly reasonable or logical person.  All people have the tendency to be irrational or foolish.  All 

people, no matter how intelligent and level-headed they may seem are influenced by prejudices, emotions, 

irrational fears or dislikes, personal experience, their upbringing, etc. etc.  No one is like Mr. Spock from 

Star Trek.  In high school, when I didn’t believe in God, I said I could not believe in that which I could 

not see – it was unreasonable.  But in reality it was my anger and arrogance that kept me from seeing 

what was obvious.  When I look at the world around me and speak with people, I find it absolutely logical 

and reasonable to say that this is the work of God and not a mere accident.  To believe in God’s existence 

and that he made all things is completely reasonable.  To trust in Jesus Christ is reasonable.  We trust in 

many people and many scientific theories – what makes them more trustworthy than Christ?  God has 

made his goodness and existence known in an infinite number of ways – that we fail to see it says more 

about us than it does about God! 

 


